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Becky Weber– Pr inc ipa l  
Trac ie  Howes,  Nico le Weber —Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals  NOVEMBER 2018 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     Wow! Can you believe it is November and the Thanksgiving 
holidays will soon be upon us.  The school year is definitely mov-
ing quickly.  Speaking of Thanksgiving, I would like to reflect on 
the blessings we have been given, I am truly thankful for the op-
portunity to serve as principal of Norco Elementary School.  We 
are thankful for the many special visitors that attended Grandpar-
ents' Day….over 1100 guests!!  For Parent Teacher Conferences, 
we had 84% participation.   
          Thank you for sharing your children with us every day.  
Your trust and endless support is needed for us to continue to be 
successful.  We are thankful for the support of the St. Charles Par-
ish School Board; the Central Office staff; our Partner-in-
Education, Shell Norco Manufacturing Complex; PTO; volun-
teers; and our dedicated teachers and staff.  Everyone’s efforts are 
endless and they truly put students first.  At Norco Elementary 
School we lay the foundation of career and college readiness.  To 
be career and college ready one needs to be “A Knowledgeable, 
Competent Person.”  At our school, students put this into applica-
tion everyday through class discussions, proving their thinking 
and problem solving. 
     Norco Elementary is committed and believes in our school 
motto, “Where Lifelong Learners Excel” and our Core business of 
teaching and learning.   
     Please do not hesitate to call or email any concerns, comments 
or compliments you have to share.  Have a blessed and enjoyable 
Thanksgiving holiday break. 
 
Becky Weber, Principal  

Reminders regarding dress code  
for the Fall and Winter 

*Pullover sweatshirts other than the school logo sweatshirt 
should be solid red or white  
*Zip up jackets can be any color 
*When wearing socks, crew or ankle length can be any color.  
Socks above crew length (ex. knee-highs) or leggings must be 
solid white, red, khaki, navy or school logo socks.   
 
**We have a lot of jackets in Lost & Found!  If your child is 
missing a jacket/sweater/sweatshirt, please have them check 
Lost and Found located in Building F.   

Hannah Burst was chosen as Student of the 
Year for Norco Elementary School!  Hannah is a 
fifth grader in Mrs. Naquin’s class.  Mrs. 
Naquin said: Hannah is an amazing student in 
so many ways.  During school, she is hard 
working and a great example to other students. 
She is very inquisitive and always goes above 
and beyond.   Outside of school, she is involved 
in many different activities.  She is very tal-
ented, respectful, and friendly.   
Her hard work and consistent kindness are just 
a few of the characteristics that make Hannah 
Norco’s Student of the Year. 

 
**Please	remember	that	no	cars	
are	allowed	in	the	bus	circle	
from	8:00	a.m.—9:00	a.m.		
and	in	the	afternoon	from		
3:00	p.m.—4:00	p.m.	**	
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors, 
Each time you enter the school, you will 
be asked to present a valid state-issued 
ID.  Everyone needs to check in to the 
main office once you are on campus.  
At Car Rider pickup you will be asked 
for a picture ID as well.  
 
 

 
 
 
All notes must be given in writing, brought in with the  
student or emailed to: norcobus@stcharles.k12.la.us before 
2:30 p.m. each day and by 11:30 a.m. on half days.  All 
notes should be on a full sheet of paper, written with a 
dark color ink and include your child’s full name, the 
teacher’s name, and dates of the changes with clear in-
structions and your signature. If you email a dis-
missal change, please expect a confirmation by email.  
A bus change form can be obtained from your child’s 
teacher, the office or can be downloaded from our 
website: (www.stcharles.k12.la.us/norco). 

Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance 
a minimum of 167 days a school  year.  Students 
may only be absent 10 days.  ELEMENTARY 
students who accrue more than 10 absences will 
NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuating 
circumstances may apply.  For more informa-
tion, please refer to the 2018-2019 Student Code 
of Conduct District Handbook. 

 
       
Students are learning how to: Use proper posture and ergonomics.  Locate and use letter and number keys with correct left and right hand place-
ment.  Locate and use the correct finger for the space bar, return key, and shift key.  Gain proficiency and speed in touch typing by increasing 
accuracy and speed.    
Please allow your child to show what they have learned on your home computer; this is a great way for them to practice their newly acquired 
keyboarding skills and build confidence.  Students can access interactive learning activities from my web page. 

In the URL bar type in St. Charles Parish Schools 
Go to Our Schools on the top left corner of the page  
Norco Elementary 
This will bring you to the School website 
Click on Faculty  
Look under S 
You are looking for Catherine’s Schexnayder’s site 
On the left side of the page click on Interesting Web Resources  
This will bring you to my webmix with Typing Activities  
Students will click on the http address https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/cschexnayder 

The 4-H club held a poster contest during National 4-H Week.   
4-H students were able to participate by creating a poster that 
represented 4-H with artwork and a theme.   
The top three winners are pictured above:  1st Place—Jordan 
Robin, 2nd Place-Brooklyn Robin, 3rd Place-Rhiley Bickham   

Our Otis Spunkmeyer/Cherrydale 
fundraiser items will be delivered the 
week of November 12th.  More infor-
mation will be sent home at a later 
date. Thank you to all families that 

participated in our successful  
fundraiser!! 
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NEWS FROM THE NEST  

November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
Red Ribbon 
Week cont.  

2 Spirit Shirt w/
jeans 

3 

4 
Daylight 
Savings 
Time  
 

5 
4-H Food & 
SCP Animal 
Shelter drive  

 6 
Election 
Day  

7 *PTO Dress 
Down Day 
(student must 
have a dress 
down pass) 
*Playgroup 
10:00 am 

8 
 
Eagles Science & 
Technology Night  
Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. .  

9 Spirit Shirt w/
jeans 
“Friendship  
Friday” Muffins 
w/Mom Gr. 1  
Donuts w/Dad Gr. 
4—8:50 a.m.  

10 

11 12 
2nd quarter 
progress re-
ports go home 
this week  

13 
 
Gifted 
Math Day  

14  
 Friendship 
club 3:45—
4:45 
School Board 
Meeting 6:30  

15 
Kindergarten 
Corn Feast  

16 Space Shirt 
w/jeans 
 
PTO  Concessions  

17 

18 19 
 
Thanksgiving 
Holidays 

20 21 22 
 
Thanksgiving  

23  24 

25 26 
Classes  
Resume 

27 
 
 
4-H Meeting 
3:45  

28 *Playgroup 
10 a.m.  
*Student of the 
Month  
Breakfast  
9:00 a.m.  

29 
NES Science 
Fair 
*PK4 going 
to the zoo 

30  
Santa Pictures  
Christmas  
Attire 

 

On the last Friday of each month, we will have a Space 
shirt and jean day.  Students may wear any type of space 
themed shirt with jeans or our designated Spirit shirt with 
jeans on this day.  

Early Dismissal  
12:35 p.m.  
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Norco Title 1 Family Center 
Together We Can Make A Difference  
Cynthia Bullock: cbullock@stcharles.k12.la.us                                   Phone: 985-764-8933 
                                                                        Hours: 8:30am – 3:30pm 
 

Help Your Child Succeed at School by: 
 Demonstrating a positive attitude about education to your children. What we say and do 
in our daily lives can help them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and to 
build confidence in themselves as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and 
use it in our daily lives provides them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their suc-
cess in school. 

Monitoring your child's television, video game, and Internet use. Make sure your child is 
completing homework or school related activities prior to using technology for entertainment. 

 Encouraging your child to read. Helping your child become a reader is the single most impor-
tant thing that you can do to help the child to succeed in school-and in life. The importance of 
reading simply can't be overstated. Reading helps children in all school subjects.  

 Talking with your child. Talking and listening play major roles in children's school success. It's 
through hearing parents and family members talk and through responding to that talk that young 
children begin to pick up the language skills they will need if they are to do well. For example, chil-
dren who don't hear a lot of talk and who aren't encouraged to talk themselves often have prob-
lems learning to read, which can lead to other school problems. In addition, children who haven't 
learned to listen carefully often have trouble following directions and paying attention in class.  

 Encouraging your child to use the library. Libraries offer a quiet place for students to study, 
complete homework and gather resources to support learning.  Check the parish library website 
for more information.  www.myscpl.org 

 Encouraging your child to be responsible and work independently. Taking responsibility 
and working independently are important qualities for school success. You can help your child to 
develop these qualities by establish reasonable rules that you enforce consistently, making it clear 
to your child that he has to take responsibility for what he does, both at home and at school, 
showing your child how to break a job down into small steps, and monitor what your child does 
after school, in the evenings and on weekends. If you can't be there when your child gets home, 
give her the responsibility of checking in with you by phone to discuss her plans.  

 Encouraging active learning.  Active learning involves asking and answering questions, solving 
problems and exploring interests. To promote active learning, listen to your child's ideas and re-
spond to them. Let him jump in with questions and opinions when you read books together. When 
you encourage this type of give-and-take at home, your child's participation and interest in school 
is likely to increase. 

November 
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November 

Norco Title 1 Family Center 
Together We Can Make A Difference  
Cynthia Bullock: cbullock@stcharles.k12.la.us                                   Phone: 985-764-8933 
                                                                        Hours: 8:30am – 3:30pm 
 

 Demuestre una actitud positiva con respeto a la educación. Lo que decimos y hacemos en 
nuestras vidas diarias les puede ayudar a desarrollar actitudes positivas hacia la escuela y el 
aprendizaje, y a desarrollar la confianza en sí mismos como estudiantes. Al demostrarles que valo-
ramos la educación y utilizamos nuestro conocimiento en la vida cotidiana, les damos un ejemplo 
muy poderoso a seguir, lo cual contribuye mucho a su éxito en la escuela. 
 
Supervise el uso de la televisión, los juegos electrónicos y el Internet.  Asegurarse que su 
hijo complete sus tareas antes de usar la tecnología para divertirse.   
 
Aliente a su niño a leer. Lo más importante que usted puede hacer para ayudarle a su niño a 
tener éxito en la escuela-y en la vida-es ayudarle a leer. No podemos enfatizar demasiado la im-
portancia de la lectura. La lectura ayuda a los niños a superarse en todas sus materias.  
 
 Hable con su niño. Hablar y escuchar cuidadosamente son dos destrezas que juegan un papel 
muy importante en el éxito escolar de su niño. Los niños que no escuchan mucha conversación o a 
quienes no se les alienta a hablar y participar, suelen tener problemas al aprender a leer, lo cual 
puede causarles retrasos en su desarrollo escolar. Además, los niños que no han aprendido a es-
cuchar con cuidado frecuentemente tienen problemas siguiendo instrucciones o prestando atención 
en clase.  
 
 Anímelo a usar la biblioteca. Las bibliotecas ofrecen un lugar tranquilo para estudiar, hacer la 
tarea, y obtener recursos.  Para más información de bibliotecas en esta area visite 
www.myscpl.org 
 
 Aliente a su niño a ser responsable y trabajar independientemente. Tomar mayor respon-
sabilidad y trabajar independientemente son cualidades importantes para el éxito escolar.  
 
 Fomente el aprendizaje activo. El aprendizaje activo incluye hacer y responder a preguntas, 
resolver problemas y explorar intereses. Para promover el aprendizaje activo, pida que su niño 
comparta sus ideas con usted y respóndale. 
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Students were chosen for the month of October for showing the character trait Responsibility.  
Front Row: Olivia Hebert, Lukas Wagner, Savannah Coupel, Greyson McGovern, Jensen Senia, Mason Cade, Kaden 
Lingawi, Winn Bauer, Carter Canizaro 
Middle Row: Car’dae Smothers, Lesley Armand, Avery Trosclair, Judah LeBlanc, Adalyn Guidry, Jace Dauzat, Priscilla 
Brouillette, Allison Marshall, Jayden Brackens, Evelyn Skena, Grant Williams  
Back Row: Anastasia Adewumi, Viviana Magana, Elliana Perez, Vivien Brouillette, Landon Villeret, Jacee’ Pate,  
Emmersyn Vicknair  
Not Pictured: Elijah Fritsche, Kellan Carruth 

Kindergarten—E’myriee Gloud, Raven Welch, Gustavo Mena, Delilah Krobert 
 
First Grade—Angel Abshire, Carson Vicknair, Blaire LeBlanc, Madeline Skena, India White 
 
Second Grade—Alex Griffin, S’nai Berteau, Mylie Mule’, Skyler Massengale, Ava Villere 
 
Third Grade—Romell Green, William Terrell, Gaberiel Lane-Parsons, Brady Zeringue 
 
Fourth Grade-Samantha Maggard, Lyla Keller, Nathan Nesbit, Savanna Marino, Don Gonzales 
 
Fifth Grade—Emily Foy, Hunter Faucheaux, Sarah Glore, Isabella Loupe 
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We couldn’t be more thankful it is November.  We are looking forward to 
our traditional Kindergarten Corn Feast on November 15th.  The stu-
dents will learn all about the first Thanksgiving and how the Native 
Americans helped the pilgrims learn how to hunt and grow food.   
Our kindergarteners have been learning how to read short 2 to 3 letter 
words in class.  An “Out Of This World” reading page has started to go 
home at the beginning of each week.  You can help your child become a 
successful reader by having them practice reading each night.  Don’t 
forget to check the top of the Family Information Guides each week for 
those super important sight words your child needs to be able to read 
quickly without having to sound them out. 
In Math, we have been learning all about 2 dimensional and 3 dimen-
sional shapes.  We have been describing them, identifying them and 
using them to practice positional words.  We will be begin to learn all 
about different types of measurements.  We will measure for length, 
capacity, and weight.   

 
 
The fact that we are heading into the Holiday Season is unbelievable.  We have so many things to be THANKFUL for, 
such as our super second graders, wonderful parents and parental support, our spectacular school and all its great re-
sources.  This is a great time of the year to focus on gratitude.  Talk with your child about all the things that they have to 
be thankful for and why.    
 
With the coming of November, we will begin a new Guidebooks Unit titled “The Best Place.” This unit focuses on under-
standing the concept of what makes a “house” a “home.” While our second graders will explore different types of 
houses, they will also study the differences between a “house” and a “home” through various texts.  They will also learn 
that a “home” doesn’t have to be a physical place. Students consider how children in various parts of the world live 
and come to understand the similarities and differences in what children around the world consider their home. 
Throughout this unit, students will continue to read and respond to text and use text evidence to support their thinking.  
We will continue to integrate reading and writing focusing on writing nonfiction text.  We will also be using small group, 
individualized instruction, and conferencing focusing on accuracy/fluency, decoding, recounting stories, character 
changes throughout stories, main idea, and text features.      
 
Our magnificent mathematicians will be learning a variety of addition and subtraction strategies, so that they can add 
and subtract through 1,000.  Once they find a strategy or two that they are confident in using and experience consis-
tent success with, then those should be the strategies that they rely on to solve word problems.  Therefore, our other 
main focus for Module 4 is reading, comprehending, and solving one and two-step word problems.  We cannot stress 
enough how important this is.   
 
Students will continue our study of our Community and its Heritage.  We will learn about the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights and their importance.  In this unit of study, we also learn about 
the key events that led to the development of our country, for example Christopher Columbus’s travels, Thomas Jeffer-
son’s purchase of the Louisiana Territory, and the Lewis and Clark expeditions.  We will close out this unit creating simple 
timelines of historical events of both our nation and Norco. 
 
ENGAGE, EXPLORE, EXPLAIN, EXTEND, and EVALUATE – These are the 5 Es of science and we are using these to imple-
ment a STUDENT-LED INQUIRY-BASED learning method.  So, students are trying to determine why many different migra-
tory birds feed and find shelter in the BTNE (Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary), as well as how seasonal changes 
and changes in food sources also impact the behavior of these migratory birds. 
 
Phew! There’s a lot going on in second grade, so we need all of super second graders to come to school each day 
ready to learn!  

     We are almost finished introducing our Zoo-
Phonics animals and letter sounds.  Please con-
tinue to practice the alphabet letter names and let-
ter sounds at home with the alphabet sheet given 
out at parent teacher conferences. 
     Young children come to school with different 
types of pencil grips.  We are encouraging our stu-
dents to use the Tripod Grasp.  This involves three 
fingers to hold the pencil: Thumbkin, Pointer, and 
Middleman.  For more information on supporting 
your child’s fine motor skills, please visit the follow-
ing website:  www.writeoutofthebox.com.   Click on 
the “Tips” tab at the top. 
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In Language Arts, we will continue to describe characters, 
setting, and events in a story, using key details. We will also 
continue working on central message, which is the big idea of 
the story. It is what an author wants you to learn. Help your 
student identify text evidence that supports why that is the 
moral of the story. We will also begin working on identifying 
verbs. Remind them that verbs are actions. In Writing, we are 
starting to work on informative stories. Your child will have to 
introduce their topic, add some facts about the topic, and in-
clude a closure. Help them practice at home by asking them 
to tell you about a topic they know information about. In 
Math, we will continue to work on addition and subtraction 
word problems. Please continue to go over class work with 
your child to reinforce what we are learning at school. In sci-
ence we are working to be scientists and engineers to dis-
cover how light can be used to communicate.  Thank you for 
continuing to be so supportive at home! Have a happy 
Thanksgiving break! -First Grade Teachers  

     We are thankful for our hard workers in 3rd grade!  Our tur-
keys are gobbling up information each fall day.  We are moving 
into our 2nd ELA Guidebooks Unit: Louisiana Purchase.  Stu-
dents will read and explore literary and informational texts in-
cluding quotes from primary sources to learn about the Louisi-
ana Purchase and the characteristics of pioneers during this 
time period. 
     In Social Studies, students have examined how we learn 
about the past by exploring Poverty Point artifacts to discover 
how Louisiana’s first inhabitants settled the area.  Students will 
begin researching the lifestyles of different Native American 
tribes around the state. 
     This month we will begin Module 3 in Math, which covers 
multiplication and division with units of 0, 1, 6-9, and multiples of 
10. There are 6 topics in this module, and we should be working 
on this module through December. Make sure your child is com-
pleting the assigned homework so they can reinforce skills 
taught in class. 
     In Science we will complete our unit on magnets with the 
creation of some designs that could solve real-world problems. 
Unit 3 will also begin!  This unit will have our students construct-
ing and supporting a claim that some animals form groups that 
help members survive.  Do you know any animals that live in 
groups to enhance their survival? 
     Let’s encourage the students to do their best each day until 
the well-deserved Thanksgiving break. 

 
 
 

In ELA, we will begin our second Guidebook 
Unit, Hurricanes. Fourth grade mathematicians 
will be learning different strategies for multiplica-
tion and division. In social studies, we will be 
going back in time to learn about the American 
Revolution. Our scientists will be investigating 
internal and external structures that aid plant 
and animal survival.  

Fifth graders are continuing to work hard to meet the rigorous expectations of fifth grade.  Our students 
are seeing their hard work pay off as their success continues.  Our mathematicians are wrapping up 
Module 2 where we learned how to multiply and divide multi-digits and decimals. As we move into Mod-
ule 3 we will begin exploring fractions. In science we are researching for our science and social studies 
fair projects. Our authors are using nonfiction text to conduct research in order to write biographies.  In 
ELA students will begin Unit #2: “The Making of a Scientists.” They will read and analyze nonfiction peri-
odicals and articles. In social studies students will learn about the Columbian Exchange.  To insure con-
tinued success, students need to follow school-wide behavior and homework expectations.  Also, please 
continue to practice keyboarding skills at home.  Familiarity with the keyboard will help foster confidence 
on the ChromeBooks and help students be more successful on District assessments. 

You may monitor your child’s progress on a  
regular basis through PowerSchool.  Please contact 
the office if you have not created an account.  The 

portal is unavailable each Wednesday evening  
beginning at approximately 9:00 p.m. due to  

scheduled maintenance.    
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The 4H club had a busy  
October.  National 4H week 
was celebrated.  A 4H flag 
was put on the school’s flag 
pole, poster contest was held, 
4H members received 4H 
clover cookies, and 4H pen-
cils were given to all stu-
dents.  St. Charles Parish 
Animal shelter visited during 
the October meeting.  4H 
students made Halloween 
candy bags for all NES 
teachers.   

Students	in	the	
friendship	club	
give	out	cards	
to	friends	that	
may	need	en‐
couragement.	
(Pictured	left)		

Friendship poster contest winners (left to right): 1st 
place—Hannah Burst, 2nd place– Kai Martin, 3rd 
place-Shelby Labat.  Congratulations girls!!  

Students wore blue on October 
1st for Nationwide Bullyfree Day. 
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Parents, with our concert quickly approaching, please make sure your band student performs 
(without stopping) for you throughout the weeks. This will help them get a better feel for the 
performance aspect as well as give you the opportunity to hear their improvements. I also ask 
that all students practice their instrument everyday even if they only have 5 or so minutes 
available. Don’t forget to sign those weekly practice reports to be turned in at the beginning of 
every week.  

Page 10 

 
We can’t believe it is November already! Thank you for all of your support to make Red 

Ribbon Week such an informative, enjoyable time for the students. The St. Charles Parish 
Sheriff’s Office reminded us all about the importance of internet safety, and they had some good 
tips for parents. 

*Talk to you child about online usage and safety before giving him or her access. 
*Set guidelines and expectations about sharing personal information and pictures. 
*Monitor and check the electronics available to them, and let your child know you will be do-

ing that. 
*Keep an up-to-date list of your child’s passwords. 
*Check online friends and read online interactions they have with others. 
*Consider using software or apps to help monitor their devices. 

Some of the information found on www.smartcyberchoices.org 
Of course, if you have any questions or concerns, please call one of the counselors. 
 
Jennie Hermann PreK-2nd and Stacey Noel 3rd-5th 

3rd	Grade	
Principals’	List—Gabrielle	Monk,	Reece	Surmik	
Honor	Roll—Joseph	Banquer,	Eva	Braud,	Caleb	Burst,	Lexi	Gaubert,	Londyn	Greely,	Savannah	Green,	
Gaberiel	Lane‐Parsons,	Judah	LeBlanc,	Kai	Martin,	Hayden	McNeese,	Caden	Orgeron,	Elliana	Perez,		
Lucas	Ray,	Jordan	Robin,	Deuce	Ryder,	William	Terrell,	Kade	Triche,	Peyton	Triche,	Dominick	Town‐
send,	Conner	Trosclair,	Cooper	Vitrano,	Jacob	Wagner,	Jase	Yoes	
4th	Grade	
Principals’	List—Drake	Jamieson,	Shelby	Labat,	Rylee	Marcel,	Dalton	Morris,	Madison	Sarro	
Honor	Roll—Anthony	Berg,	Callie	Bordelon,	Beau	Brouillette,	Gavin	Brown,	Morgan	Dewey,	Brody		
Evans,	Julian	Guidry,	Peyton	Howard,	Ryan	Krebs,	Lilly	Lousteau,	Jolie	Lozano,	Maddox	Madere,	Reed	
Marse,	Mia	Mena,	Nathan	Nesbit,	Avram	Palmore,	Matti	Phillips,	Jeremiah	Rushing,	Leah	Sander,	Logan	
Tregre,	Carly	Vicknair,	Emmersyn	Vicknair,	Ashtyn	Weber,	Grant	Williams	
5th	Grade		
Principals’	List—Hannah	Burst	
Honor	Roll—Korryn	Agurcia,	Lesley	Armand,	Vivien	Brouillette,	Khori	Burl,	Xavier	Cote,	Kaleb	Craw‐
ford,		Addison	Entremont,	Jackson	Fletcher,	Sarah	Glore,	Austin	Gros,	Leeah	King,	Sophia	Krebs,	Jack‐
son	Moore,	Aiden	Songy,	Ava	Sutton,	Avery	Trosclair,	Coby	Trosclair,	Haniya	White,	Isabella	Whitfield,	
Timbrelle	Willams 
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The Health Science classes at the Satellite Center 
held a PINK LINKS fundraiser in order to raise 
money for breast cancer research and promote 
breast cancer awareness. All proceeds went to The 
American Cancer Society.  All students who donated 
$1 were able to wear pink, a Destrehan shirt, or a 
Hahnville shirt on Friday, September 21st. As a 
school we raised $873.25! 


